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Brain Potentials and Psychical Research 


BY ERNEST TAVES 


Eprror’s Note: There has been much discussion of the electroencephalo- 
graph machine as an instrumental check in the study of psychically receptive 
states. Although great possibilities are foreseen for this machine, little can be 
definitely determined by it in its present state of development. For this reason, 
the Editor asked Mr. Ernest Taves to review the research made with the 
encephalograph and report on the progress that has been made up to the present 
time. Mr. Taves is Dr. Gardner Murphy’s assistant in the Extra-Sensory 
Perception Experiments that are being carried on at the Society. 


In recent years (since 1924) it has been demonstrated 
that various electrical phenomena are observable in the cere- 
brum of man. The electroencephalograph, or “brain wave”, 
as it is commonly termed, is simply the oscillatory curve 
which represents these permanent electrical processes of 
the cerebrum, measured galvanometrically and recorded 
graphically. 

The technique used in measuring these differences in elec- 
trical potentials is rather simple. Electrodes are either 


placed upon the surface of the scalp or thrust through the 
scalp. Two electrodes are generally used, one in the frontal 
region of the scalp, one in the occipital. The electrical cur- 
rent is taken from these electrodes to a vacuum-tube am- 
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plifier, and thence to an oscillograph, a recording device 
which translates the electrical changes into a graphic record. 


The differences in potential thus recorded are rhythmic 
in character, and two distinct types of rhythms are nor- 
mally observed. The waves of greatest amplitude are called 
alpha waves, and occur at the rate of about ten per second. 
The differences in potential which give rise to alpha waves 
vary in magnitude from 100 to 200 microvolts. Smaller 
waves, which may appear either alone or superimposed upon 
the alpha rhythm, have a frequency of about twenty-five 
per second, and are designated as beta waves. The voltages 
which give rise to beta waves are considerably less than 
those of the alpha waves. 


These characteristic rhythms appear only after a few 
weeks of life, and are greatly modified by such factors as 
strong emotion, mental work, and disease. The alpha rhythm 
may be entirely abolished by pain, mental effort, sudden 
noise, attention, or even by simply opening the eyes. Beta 
waves, however, are obtained as long as the brain is alive. 
As Berger says, “Alpha waves are connected in some way 
with consciousness. Beta waves are concerned with the 
vital processes of nervous tissue.” Thus, if an individual is 
quiet, “relaxed”, and the encephalographic record shows a 
normal alpha rhythm, the rhythm may disappear entirely 
if the subject is asked to do a problem in arithmetic. The 
beta rhythm would continue. The alpha rhythm, then, may 
be considered to be a general index of the mental state of 
the individual, and as such suggests itself as a possible 
instrument for use in psychical research. 


One of the most perplexing problems in the realm of 
the psychical has been that concerned with the “most favor- 
able state’, that is, the general mental attitude of the subject 
which is most conducive to demonstration of psychical phe- 
nomena. The evidence in the literature is somewhat con- 
fused, pointing in the direction of both “concentration” 
and “relaxation”, or, attention and lack of attention. Much 
more work needs to be done with respect to this problem, 
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and it is possible that electroencephalography may be of 
some use in future research. 


In the case of a subject “guessing” a distant pack of 
cards, for example, brain-wave records could be taken dur- 
ing a large number of trials. The problem then would be 
to determine whether any correlation existed between de- 
gree of success in guessing the cards and characteristic 
electroencephalographic records. It might be found, for 
example, that whenever the alpha rhythm was clear and 
regular, indicating a relaxed condition on the part of the 
subject, success in guessing the cards was greater than 
would be expected if chance alone were operating, and that 
when the alpha rhythm disappeared success in card guess- 
ing also disappeared. Such a result would have the obvious 
interpretation that success in guessing cards is a function 
of the mental attitude of the subject with respect to con- 
ditions of relaxation and concentration as measured by the 
alpha rhythm. Then it might be possible to allow the subject 
to guess cards (for example) only when the electroence- 
phalographic record indicated that conditions were favor- 
able, thus obtaining clear-cut cases of paranormal function. 
The preceding discussion is a vast over-simplification of 


the problems involved, but indicates the possibilities of this 
line of attack. 


It must be remembered that the science of electroen- 
cephalography is yet new, with many problems of its own 
still lacking solution. It cannot be stated, for example, that 
any exact correlation exists between particular mental tasks 
and characteristic brain waves. Thus it would seem rather 
futile to expect spectacular results when the techniques of 
electroencephalography are applied to some of the problems 
of psychical research. Some investigators, notably Cazza- 
malli and Franke, have already worked on this general 
problem, however. Franke, for example, has demonstrated 
that when the brain is “asleep” in trance, or in hypnosis, 
it is actually more than normally active, due probably to 
the abolition of the inhibitory influence of some brain stem 
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regions. Franke goes so far as to advance the hypothesis 
that paranormal phenomena such as telepathy and clairvoy- 
ance are explicable simply in terms of the hyper-activity 
of the cortex as cerebellar inhibition is abolished. Anything 
which lowers the limen of consciousness, according to 
Franke, allows the cerebrum to become more than normally 
active, thereby increasing the likelihood of paranormal func- 
tion. The precise formulation of such hypotheses offers a 
challenge to other psychical researchers, and gives an indi- 
cation of the type of work in which electroencephalographic 
techniques may produce tangible results. 


It might be of interest here briefly to consider the nature 
of the problems which actually arise as an experiment is 
planned. Suppose that we want to take an electroencephalo- 
graphic record while a subject guesses a distant pack of 
playing cards, in order later to correlate this record with 
degree of success of paranormal perception. It is of im- 
portance that we know whether the subject’s score, assuming 
for this example that the score is considerably above that 
expected if chance alone were operating, is due to the opera- 
tion of some paranormal function distributed evenly 
throughout the task to a slight degree, or to the operation 
of the function at a few points through the task to a com- 
paratively greater degree. 


In order to throw light upon this problem it is desirable 
to have the brain-wave record so marked that it is possible 
to determine at which point on the record each guess of 
the subject was made. Such difficulties are by no means 
impossible to surmount, but complete solution of all the 
problems encountered will come only with much time and 
effort. 


It is one thing, for example, to record the moment at 
which a subject announces his guess, but quite another to 
determine the moment at which the subject actually re- 


ceives the impression, or actually decides what his guess is 
to be. 
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Some members of the group of volunteers from the 
American Society for Psychical Research who have been 
working with Dr. Gardner Murphy and the writer on ex- 
periments in extra-sensory perception have been willing to 
have electroencephalographic records taken while guessing 
cards at a distance. Many technical difficulties, such as 
those just mentioned, have arisen which we hope will, in 
time, be solved, permitting a report. At present the data are 
too scanty to warrant discussion here. 
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The Prophecies of Nostradamus 


BY THE EDITOR 


Since the publication of an article on the French seer, 
Nostradamus, in the August 1937 issue of the JouRNAL, 
there have been many requests for a further discussion of 
his prophecies. Only a competent European Historian, with 
a working knowledge of Astronomy, is in a position to con- 
tribute anything constructive to the already numerous in- 
terpretations of the Seer’s book, The Centuries. However, 
it is possible to consider the prognostications which are sup- 
posed to be already fulfilled and to determine whether they 
are sufficiently specific to pertain to one and only one event. 


Prophecy has always had a particularly intimate and 
dramatic fascination. But for the psychic researcher it has 
especial significance in connection with the true nature of 
time and the potentialities of clairvoyance. In many in- 
stances, predictions concerning the lives of individuals ap- 
pear to be remarkably successful, but general prophecy 
concerning world events and catastrophes are rare and 
unconvincing. Nostradamus, because he has given us the 
names and often the dates connected with his predictions, 
offers us an opportunity to decide whether specific world 
prediction is a psychic possibility. I have selected only the 
best known and clearest of the quatrains to quote in this 
article so that the reader may decide for himself whether, 
in his opinion, Nostradamus merits the high esteem and deep 
interest which he has received from scholars since the first 
publication of his works. 


In the year 1555, Michel Nostradamus completed the 
first part of his book entitled The Centuries. As an intro- 
duction to this book of prophecies, Nostradamus wrote a 
prefatory letter addressed to his infant son, Caesar, in 
which he explained that the predictions pertained to events 
between the years 1555 and 3797. In 1557, he completed 
a second portion of The Centuries which he dedicated to his 
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patron, King Henry II of France. The letter addressed to 
Henry II accompanying the prognostications is also an 
explanation of them, the manner by which they were pro- 
duced, and the means by which the times of the future catas- 
trophes were astronomically calculated. The second half of 
this letter appears utterly incomprehensible at a first read- 
ing and was neglected as unimportant by early interpreters. 
However, Dr. de Fontbrune, whose book was reviewed in 
the August 1937 issue, has shown that here may be found, 
perhaps, the key to the entire book. 


The title of The Centuries implies that the prognostica- 
tions were made for each century in sequence, but alas, 
there is absolutely no order discernible in the 1200 verses, 
making interpretation a difficult task indeed. The second 
part of the letter to Henry II, on the other hand, is limited 
to the period between 1792, the date of the French Revolu- 
tion, and 2000, when Nostradamus prophecies the return of 
the Messiah. Nostradamus himself states this. But these 
prophecies are so couched in obscure language, that only a 
genius can unravel their meaning. Few have interpreted 
Nostradamus successfully before the fulfillment of his pre- 
dictions though certain of these seem afterwards to have 
been perfectly clear. First, we will consider the well-known 
quatrains and later quote some of the enigmatical phrases 


from the letter to Henry II with Dr. de Fontbrune’s inter- 
pretation. 


Through the courtesy of Mr. Seward Collins, I have had 
the good fortune to study at my leisure three rare and valu- 
able works by early interpreters. These are: 


Etienne Flaubert’s Eclaircissement des Veritables Qua- 
trains de Maistre Michel Nostradamus, Docteur & Profes- 
seur en Medicine, Conseiller & Medicin Ordinatre des Roys 
Henry II, Francois II, & Charles IX, Grand Astrologue de 


son Temps, & Specialment pour la Connoissance des Choses 
Futures. Published 1656. 


Les Propheties de M. Michel Nostradamus (dont il y 
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en a trois cens qui n’ont jamais esté imprimeés) A Lyon 
published 1698. 


The True Prophecies or Prognostications of Michael 
Nostradamus, Physician to Henry II, Francis II, and 
Charles IX, Kings of France, and one of the best Astrono- 
mers that ever were. A Work full of Curiosity and 
Learning. Translated and commented by Theophilus de 
Garencieres, Doctor of Physick, College of London, pub- 
lished in 1672. The frontispiece of Garancieres’s book is 
reproduced. 


Nostradamus makes it plain in several passages that he 
has written his prophecies for the Jnttiated only and hopes 
that the Vulgar will leave them alone. The quatrains given 
in this article may appear comparatively clear, but taken as 
a whole the 1200 verses without chronological sequence are 
extremely confusing. I have been obliged, after a careful 
examination of them, to place myself in a category with said 
Vulgar people. Garencieres who wrote only one hundred 
years after Nostradamus complains of the old and obsolete 
French and does not make many attempts at interpretation 
beyond those to be found in Flaubert’s book, published six- 
teen years earlier, from which he obviously borrows freely. 
He is helpful, however, in annotating facts such as the 
position of towns, etc., mentioned in the quatrains, to aid 
the reader in deciphering the prediction for himself. Garen- 
cieres puzzled over The Centuries enough to write the 
following after stanza XLIX of Century II. 


“The rest is so obscure that I had rather leave it to the 
liberty of the reader, than break my brains about it, con- 
sidering chiefly that | am going to bed, the precedent stanza 
having exhausted my spirits, and so farewell till tomorrow.” 


In his preface, Garencieres issues this warning: 


“And because I have told you before, that many have 
been like to run mad by over-studying these, and other 
prophecies, give me leave to give you this advice; that in 
vain, or at least without any great profit, thou shalt bestow 
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thy time, care, and study upon it; for which I will give thee 
the chief reasons that have disswaded me from it.” 


Garencieres gives these reasons as the many different 
ways in which the author disguises his prophecies. Some- 
times a double sense such as that of the ancient oracle is 
used. It is impossible to determine the exact time when the 
prophecy will be fulfilled because, although in some qua- 
trains the time is designated by astrological means, that is, 
by the conjunction of the planets which will occur at their 
fulfillment, these planets may return to the same positions in 


cycles so that a number of dates are indicated from which 
a choice must be made. 


A further difficulty, as Flaubert points out, is the neces- 
sity of understanding the enigmatical phraseology and ana- 
grams which Nostradamus uses continually and which 
were popular in his time. For example, L’Isle de France 
is often used for Paris, L’amiral de France is called Le 
Grande Pilote, Les Tures are Les Razes; carnage and 
murder is designated as Hecatombe ; Le Grand Chyren Selin 


means Henry III of France, Chyren being an anagram for 
Henry. 


The following verse will give the reader an idea of the 
difficulty to be met with in discovering the meaning of 
some of the more obscure quatrains. This verse, according 


to Le Pelletier, one of the foremost authorities, appeared 
in the 1568 edition. 


Century X-CI 


Quand le forchu sera soustenu par deux paux 
Avec Six demy corps et six ciseaux ouverts ; 
Le trés puissant Seigneur heritier des crapaux 
Alors subjugera sous soy tous I’Univers. 


When the fork is supported by two poles 
With six half bodies and six open shears; 
Then the very mighty Sire, heir to the toads, 
Will make the whole universe serve him. 


This verse justifies the adjective, cryptic. Nevertheless it 
contains an accurate prediction. The fork is a V which 
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when supported by two poles becomes an M. M stands for 
1000. The six half bodies are six CCCCCC or 600. The 
1668 edition gives cors instead of corps which translated is 
six half moons. Six open shears makes six XXXXXX 
or 60. We have the date 1660. 


Louis XIV, the most powerful and despotic ruler of his 
time, became king in 1643 on the death of Louis XIII. 
Matters of state, however, were kept in the hands of the 
Queen Mother and Cardinal Mazarin until the latter’s death 
in March 1661. It is true that Louis XIV really began his 
reign then. Louis was heir to the French throne, the first 
kings of which were the Merovingians. Their heraldic de- 
vice was the toad, as the Lily was used by the Capets and 
the Bee by Napoleon Bonaparte. Therefore, only Louis 
XIV could have been the subject of this prediction for 
1660. How fortunate that Nostradamus added the strange 
little phrase “heir to the toads”. Charles II returned to 
the throne of England in 1660 and without this specific 
description, the prediction would have lost much of its 
exactitude. 


King Henry II’s Death 
Century I-XXXV 
Le Lion jeune le vieux surmontera, 
En champ bellique par singulier Duelle 
Dans Cage dor 1’Oeil il lui crevera, 
Deux playes une puis mourir mort cruelle. 


The young lion shall overcome the old one, 
In martial field by a single duel. 

In a golden cage he shall put out his eye 
Two wounds from one, then he shall die a cruel death. 


Garencieres comments upon this quatrain: 


“This is one of the Prophecies that hath put our author 
in credit, as well for the clearness as for the true event of it. 


“Caesar Nostradamus, our author’s son, in his History 
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of Provence, writeth that by this stanza his father intended 
to foretell the manner of Henry II’s death. 


“The French histories relate that this great Prince desir- 
ing to honour the nuptual of his Daughter, Elizabeth, mar- 
ried to Philip II of Spain, did appoint a tournament to be 
kept in St. Anthony’s street in Paris, where himself would 
be one of the Defendants against all comers, and for that 
purpose chose for him companions and associates, Don 


Alfonso d’Este, Duke of Ferrara, and Francis of Lorrain, 
Duke de Guise. 


“The Tournament being almost ended, in which the King 
had showed much valour being mounted upon a horse of 
the Duke of Savoy, Philibert’s Emanuel, his brother-in-law, 
this Duke, intreated the King to leave off, because he had 
got the Victory, and the weather was hot, and the night 
drawing on; But this martial King would need break one 
launce more, and commanded the Captain Gabriel de Lorges 
to be called, a young and valiant Lord and Captain of the 
Scottish Guard. Being come, the King commanded him to 
run against him, which he refused a great while; but the 
king waxing angry, he obeyed, and set spurs to his horse, 
he did hit the king in the lower part of his beaver, the 
launce was broken in shivers, and the mean stump lifting up 
the beaver, a splinter got in and wounded the king a little 
above the right eye, where finding the bone too hard, it 
went very deep under the said eye, and broke some veins 
belonging to the membrane, called Pia Mater. 


“The blow was so violent that the king bended his head 
towards the lists and fell into a swound, being presently 
disarmed, they perceived the splinter of the launce in his 
eye, and his face all bloody. He lived ten days after, and 
died with great convulsions, because the sineuws were of- 
fended wherupon he suffered grievous torment.” 


Garencieres gives the following quatrain as one of the 
most successful predictions fulfilled before his writing 


(1672). 
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The Taking of Malta by the Turks 
Century L-IX 
De l’Orient viendra le coeur punique 
Falscher Adric & les hoirs Romulides, 
Accompagne de la classe Libique 
Trembler Melites & Proches Isles vuides. 


From the East shall come the African heart. 

To vex Adria, and the heirs of Romulus 

Accompanied with the Libian feet 

Melites shall tremble and the Neighboring Islands be empty. 


Garencieres comments: “This was a clear and true prog- 
nostication of that famous invasion made upon Maltha by 
the grand Signor Solymon the Magnificent, in the year of 
our Lord 1565. And just ten years after the writing of this 
Prophecy, wherein that Island and some of the neighboring 
ones were wholly depopulated by the Turks, to the terror 
of Venice, called here Adria and of all the islands of the 
Adriatick Sea. For the better understanding of this, the 
reader must observe, that Punicus in Latin signifieth Africa, 
so that the African heart signifieth the help the Turk had 
from Tunis, Tripoly and Algier, Cities seated in Africa 
and under the Turkish Dominion, by which not only Maltha 
(which in Latin is Melita) but Venice and Rome were put 
into a great fright, the conclusion of this Seige was, that . 
after six weeks time, and the loss of 26,000 men, the Turks 
were constrained shamefully to retire.” 


The following Quatrain which also concerns the Turks 
was not a successful one, unless the meaning is twisted. 
It is quoted because it gives a precise date and in my esti- 
mation can only be classed as one of Nostradamus’s mis- 
takes. | 

Century I-XLIX 

Beaucoup, beaucoup avant telles meneés! 
Ceux d’orient par la vertu Lunaire, 


L’an mil sept cens seront grands emeneés, 
Subjugant presque le coin Aquilonaire.? 


1 The first line refers to the stanza before touching on the end of the 
prophecies. 


2 Aquilonaire, northern or boreal. 
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A great while before these doings 

Those of the East by the virtue of the moon, 

In the year 1700 shall carry away great droves, 

And shall subdue almost the whole Northern corner. 


Garencieres: “I desire Posterity to take special notice of 
this stanza, that in case it should come to pass, our author 
may be admired for the specification of the time, which is 
so punctually set down, here that it admitteth no ambiguity. 
The plain meaning is, that the Turks, which he calleth 
those of the East, by the Virtue of the Moon, which is 
their ensign or badge, shall in the year 1700 carry away 
abundance of people, and shall subdue almost the whole 
northern country, which to them is Russia, Poland, Hun- 
gary, Sweden, Denmark, etc.” 


At the time of Nostradamus’s writing, 1555, Suleiman 
the Magnificent was ruler of Turkey and the Ottoman 
Empire was at its zenith. Throughout Nostradamus’s life- 
time, Turkey made war on Persia, Hungary, Austria, 
Poland, Russia and Venice. It was therefore not unnatural 
for Nostradamus to conjecture larger conquests. For one 
hundred and thirty years after Nostradamus’s death, these 
wars continued and large numbers of Hungarian and Rus- 
sian peasants were enslaved and carried back to Turkey. 
Turkish success continued until the year 1695, when Count 
Frederich von Veterani defeated the Turkish army badly. 
The years that followed brought failure after failure to the 
Turkish legions with the result that peace was finally signed 
with Poland, Venice and Austria at Karlowitz in 1699. A 
second treaty of armistice was signed with Russia the 
following year on June 13, 1700. In truth, the year 1700 


marks the definitive termination of Turkey’s power of 
offence in Europe. 


This prophecy appears to be absolutely wrong. Is it per- 
haps because Nostradamus miscalculated the time? It will 
be remembered that the Turks were at the gates of Vienna 
17 years earlier (1683) and only through the timely arrival 
of Jon Sobieski, King of Poland, was the whole of western 
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Europe saved. Or did Nostradamus see a turning point in 
Turkish Conquest in the year 1700 and misinterpret the 
meaning? This interesting quatrain shows that Nostra- 
damus was certainly not infallible. 


It is curious that Nostradamus did not prophesy much 
which can be interpreted as concerning America. The next 
quatrain, according to Garencieres, foretells the persecution 
of the Indians. It is rather too vague to be satisfactory and 
might concern a number of other events. 


Century I-LIII 


Las, qu’on verra grand peuple tourmenté, 

Et la Loy Sainte en totale ruine, 

Par autres Loix toute la Chrestientie, 

Quand d’Or, d’Argent trouve nouvelle mine. 


Alas, how a great people shall be tormented, 

And the Holy Law in an utter ruine; 

By other Laws, all Christendom Troubled 

When new Mines of Gold and Silver shall be found. 


Garencieres says: “This is a true prophecy of the mis- 
chiefs that have happened in the world by the finding of 
the mines in America; first to the Indians, called a great 
People, by the cruelty of the Spaniards, and then to all 
Christendom besides, by the evils that this Idol Mamman 
hath brought into it.” 


The next prophecy is more definite and more remarkable. 
It foretells the great supremacy of England upon the seas. 
In Nostradamus’s day, Spain was the leading sea power. 
Portugal was on the decline and was absorbed by Spain in 
1581 for a period of sixty years. Twenty-two years after 
Nostradamus’s death, (1588), England defeated Spain on 
the sea at the Battle of the Armada. From that time on, 
England began to interfere with Spain in the West Indies 
and on the Spanish Main. The Spanish monopoly was 
broken by Hawkins, Drake, Frobisher, Raleigh and a score 
of other British sailors. More important perhaps was the 
formation of the East India Company in 1600 which took 
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away India’s trade from the Portuguese who had com- 
manded the Eastern seas since the days of Vasco de Gama. 


Century III-C 


Le Grand Empire sera par Angleterre 

le Pempotam® des ans plus de trois cens 

Grandes copies? passer par mer et terre 

Les Lusitain® n’en seront pas contens. 

The Great Empire shall be in England 

The pempotam, for more than three hundred years. 
Great Armies shall pass by sea and land. 

The Portuguese shall not be contented therewith. 


Garencieres (1672): “This is a favourable one for En- 
gland, for by it the Empire, of the greatest dominion of 
Europe is promised to it, for the space of above three 


hundred years, at which the Portuguese or Spaniards shall 
much repine.” 


The next verse is very difficult of interpretation. Again, 
I quote the verse from the Garencieres edition: 


Century III-LVII 


Sept fois changer verrez gen Britanique 
Teints en sang en deux cens nonante an. 
France non point par appuy Germanique 
Aries double son Pope® Bistarnan. 


Seven times you shall see the English to change 
Died in blood, in two hundred ninety year. 

Not France, by the German support, 

Aries doubleth his Bastarnan Pole. 


The two first lines concern England. Garencieres leaves 
them for the English to interpret. The third concerns 
France and the fourth is very ambiguous. 


3 Pempotam, according to Charles Ward, is a shocking word made out of 
Greek and Latin. Potens—all powerful. De Fontbrune translates it from 


a Greek word meaning surrounded by water and applies it specifically to 
England throughout the prophecies. 


4 Copies—Copia, Latin for military forces. 
5 Lusitain—Lusitani, Latin for Portuguese. 


6 Pope, obvious misprint for pole which is to be found correct in all other 
editions. 
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We cannot go into too great detail over this quatrain 
because it is one of the most disputed among the 1200. All 
interpreters agree that the Bastarnian pole indicates Poland 
and Charles Ward quotes Le Pelletier as interpreting this 
to mean the dismemberment of Poland. I must admit that 
I fail to see such a prognostication in this stanza, but as it 
is based upon astronomical calculations, I cannot hold an 
opinion. What is more, Le Pelletier dates the 290 years of 
change in England from an arbitrary date of 1501, which 
seems to throw the prophecy out. Another interpreter, 
D.D., who published a volume entitled The Prophecies of 
Nostradamus concerning the Fate of all the Kings and 
Queens of Great Britain since the Reformation etc., pub- 
lished in 1715, commences the period of 290 years at the 
beheading of Charles the First, whom he calls Charles the 
Martyr. He evidently bases this interpretation upon the 
phrase Teints en sangs, a sanguinary event, which he 
chooses as the commencement of the period. His sugges- 
tion makes the last change due this year (1939). There 
are other quatrains indicating the approach of a republic 
in England such as the one quoted as referring to the Duke 
of Windsor in Miss Price’s article published in 1937. How- 
ever, I do not think D.D.’s reasoning deserves much atten- 
tion because he obviously wrote the book to gain favor 
with George the First, who had just begun to reign. He 
attempts to show that the heirs of the house of Hanover 
shall rule England until the end of the world. 


Flaubert has pointed out that Nostradamus is always con- 
sistent in his style. In all other stanzas, where he has named 
a number of years before the fulfillment of a prophecy, he 
has marked the beginning of the period from the day of the 
first publication of the prophecies (1555). It is likely that 
he has calculated in the same way in this case and that the 
seven changes were intended to end about 1845. There was 
no startling event in England during that year to mark the 


termination of the period. Charles Ward gives the following 
as the seven changes: 
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1. Queen Elizabeth comes to the throne and re-intro- 
duces Protestantism. (Garencieres speaks elsewhere of the 


carnage that took place in order to enforce the new re- 
ligion. ) 


2. James Stuart comes to the throne, changing the suc- 
cession from the Tudors to the Stuarts. 


3. The Commonwealth commences on the Death of 
Charles I. Jan. 30, 1649. 


4. Restoration of Charles II, May 29, 1660. 
5. William III and Mary, 1688. 

6. Hanoverian Succession George I. 1715. 

7 


. Reform Bill 1832 (Dulling the lustre of the Crown 
etc.) 


Mr. Ward goes on to say that the reform bill need not be 


counted because the No. 3 revolution may be counted as 
two. 


I cannot say that I find the list very satisfactory, espe- 
cially if Nostradamus foretold seven revolutions accompa- 
nied by bloodshed. It seems more than probable that this 
quatrain has never been correctly understood. 


The following quatrain is more satisfactory. 


Century I-LX 


Un Empereur naistra pres d’Italie, 

Qui a l’Empire sera vendu bien cher, 
Diront avec quels gens il se ralie, 

Qu’on trouvera moins Prince que Boucher. 
An Emperor shall be born near Italy, 

Who shall cost dear to the Empire, 


They shall say, with what people he keepeth company, 
He shall be found less a Prince, than a Butcher. 


Garencieres adds: “This prophecy is for the future; for 
since Nostradamus’s time till now, such an Emperor was 
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not heard of, that was born near Italy, that cost the Empire 
so dear, and proved more a Butcher than a Prince.” 


This verse needs little comment from me. Napoleon 
Bonaparte was born in Corsica in 1769. 


The next verse is debatable but interesting: 


Century X-XLVII 


Du lac Leman les Sermons fascheront, 

Des jours seront reduits par des Sepmaines, 
Puis mois, puis an, puis tous defalliront 

Les Magistrats damneront leurs Loix vaines. 


The Sermons of the Leman Lake shall be troublesome 
Some days shall be reduced into weeks 

Then into months, then into year, then they shall fail, 
The magistrates shall condemn their vain laws. 


The above translation is Garencieres’ and he says: “The 
Leman Lake in Latin, Lacus Lemanus, is the Lake of 
Geneva, therefore it is palpable, that by this prophecy the 
author aimeth at Calvin, and his Successors who began the 
Reformation in that town. I leave the rest to the Readers 
Judgement. It is enough I have opened the door.” 


I think this verse would be better translated as follows: 


At Lake Leman (Geneva) speeches will clash. 
Days will grow into weeks, months and years, 

Then all shall fail. 

The magistrates will condemn their vain laws. 


Calvinism might well be considered a success as a move- 
ment, and few of its adherents have condemned it. This 
verse seems a clear and remarkable prophecy of the League 
of Nations and its ultimate failure. 


As a final prognostication from The Centuries, I have 
chosen the most explicit one for the future: 


Century I-LXXII 


L’an mil neuf cens nonante-neuf sept mois 
Du ciel viendra un grand Roy d’effrayeur 
Resusciter le grand roy d’angoulmois 

Avant apres Mars regner par bon heur. 
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In the year one thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine and 
seven months 


From Heaven shall come a great and terrible King. 


To raise again the great King of Angoulesme (or angoulmois) 
Before and after Mars will reign with fortune. 


Garencieres says that Francis I, the most gallant prince 
ever born in France. had the title of Duke of Angoulesme 
before he became King. He therefore interprets the stanza 
as meaning that a terrible king will come to raise the King 
of France. Dr. de Fontbrune interprets Roy d’Angoulmois 
as a figure representing peace. It is more understandable if 
du ciel is translated as from the sky or by aeroplane. This 
stanza will be further elucidated when we come to a con- 
sideration of the letter to Henry II in which the Roy 
d’Effrayeur is referred to as the Gog of Magog, in other 
words an Eastern Prince. The quatrain may be interpreted 
to mean that in 1999 an Eastern power will attack Europe 
by aeroplane, before and after which there will be a terrible 
war. The phrase resusciter le grand roy d’angoulmois 


might mean half a dozen things and is best left uninter- 
preted. 


Now we will turn to a consideration of “L’Epitre a 
Henri II’. Nostradamus had two great loves: the Catholic 
Church and France. It must be remembered while studying 
his letter to Henry II, that his purpose was to foretell the 
fate of his church and his country. He says: 


“I confess that all (my prognostications) come from God 
to whom I offer thanks, honour and immortal praise .. . It 
is as if one looked into a burning mirror and through a 
nebulous vision, saw the great events, sad and prodigious, 
and the calamitous adventures together with the principles 
chiefly responsible for them, which are approaching. First 
the Temples of God; secondly the temporal forces (heads 
of the State, Princes and Kings) which will lead (the 
world) into decadence, and a thousand disasters that will 
be known to the future.” 


Then follows a page of prognostications which Dr. de 
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Fontbrune interprets plausibly as the fate of the Govern- 
ment of France from the French Revolution until the World 
War. I quote Nostradamus in italics with Dr. de Font- 
brune’s interpretation, freely translated, immediately fol- 
lowing: 

Sera faite la troiséme inondation de sang humain, (There 
will be the third inundation of human blood)—The world 
war fought in France. Dr. de Fontbrune gives the wars of 
the First Empire as the first inundation and the numerous 


campaigns into Mexico, the Crimea and Italy by the Second 
Empire, as the second. 


Ne se trouvera de long temps Mars en caresme, An eco- 
nomic crisis. 


Et sera donnée la fille tombant son dominateur @ la 
Paganisme secte des nouveaux infidéles. (And she, the 
French Republic, will be betrayed, falling into the Paganism 
of a new sect of infidels.) She will fall into Bolshevism. 


Elle aura deux enfans, l'un de fidélité, l'autre d’infi- 
délité par la confirmation de lEglise Catholique. She will 
have two children, one faithful, the red party, and one 


unfaithful, the national party, by confirmation of the Catho- 
lic Church. 


Et Pautre qui a sa grande confusion et tarde repentance 
la voudra ruiner, (the ancient Republican party) will be 


greatly confused and will repent too late that she has led 
the country to ruin. 


Seront trois régions par lextréme différence des lignes: 
c’est assavoir La Romaine, La Germaine et Espagne qui 
feront diverses sectes par main militaire. (At that time) 
three countries which have no common boundaries: that 


is to say, Rome, Germany, and Spain, will establish diverse 
military leagues together. 


Délaissant les 50 et 52 degrez d’hauteur. Turning away 
from the 50th and 52nd parallel (between which is situ- 


ated London from whence came the doctrine of liberal 
democracy ). 
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Et seront tous hommages des religions lointaines aux 
régions de l’ Europe et de Septentrion de 48 degrez @ hauteur. 
And they will render homage to ancient religions (the cult 


of the race) in the country of Europe situated north of the 
48 parallel. (Germany) 


Puis les plus Occidentaux, Méridionaux et Orientaux 
trembleront. Then (on this same parallel) the furthest 
West (France), the Furthest South (Austria) and the 
furthest East (Russia) will be menaced in their turn. 


Telle sera leur puissance que ce que se fera par concorde 
et union insupportable des conquestes belliques. (Because) 
their power (the three dictators) will be such that all their 
enterprises will be made together by the force of arms. 


De nature seront égaux mais grandement différents de 


foy. They will be much alike in nature but very different 
in faith. 


Apres cecy la Dame Stérile de plus grande puissance que 
la seconde’ sera recué par deux peuples, par le premier 
obstiné® par celuy qui a eu puissance sur tous, par le 
deuxieme. After that, a Republic more powerful than the 
second’ (Russia) will be proclaimed in two countries. In 
the first (England) held in check by those who have been 


masters of the world (Rome) and by the second (of which 
we have been speaking, Rome. ) 


Et par le tiers qui estendra ses forces vers le circuit de 
l’Orient de ’Europe, When the third which extends its 
power over the line of the boundaries of Oriental Europe, 
(Russia ) 

Aux Pannos la profligé et succombé, already beaten and 
chased from Pannonia® (Austria) (the Marxist revolution 
under the Dolfuss Government) 


Par voile marine fera ses extensions, will extend its in- 
fluence (Communism) beyond the seas. 


7La dame stérile is used frequently to mean the government, usually the 
Republic of France. The first republic is France, the second, Russia. 
8 Etymologically: fixed beforehand. 


9 Pannonia: Latin name for the country with roughly the same boundaries 
as Austria. 
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A la Trinacrie Adriatique par Mirmydo et Germaniques 
du tout succombé, and it will be chased entirely from Italy 
by the Mirmidon’® and by the Germans, 


Et sera la secte barbarique du tout des nations grande- 
ment affligée et dechassée, then the totality of the nations 
will be rid of the barbarian sect (Communism). 


From this point, Nostradamus turns to the development 
of the movement of Anti-Christ, and the calamitous times 
foretold by the Scriptures as coming before the return of 
the Messiah. He prophesies the destruction of Europe by 
the Gog of Magog, a servant of Satan, to which verse 
LXXII of Century I, already quoted, applies, and the tribu- 
lation of the Catholic Church. He describes the great eclipse 
which will take place at that time. It will be of such long 
duration that it will appear as if the earth had swung out 
of its orbit and as if shadows had fallen upon the earth 
forever. It is not clear when Nostradamus speaks of the 
final days before the Judgment, and when he is prophesying 
the tribulations to take place before the Second Coming. 
That they are two separate events to be accompanied by 
violent physical changes in the heavens, is certain, because 
he has told us that his quatrains continue until 3797. He 
also prophesies a period of accord and harmony between 
God and Man for a thousand years after the appearance 
of Christ a second time. Then, disregarding any attempt 
at sequence of events, he seems to return to the subject of 
the French Revolution and describe a new vision for the 
whole period (1792-2000). This is consistent with the first 
set of predictions but sometimes repeats and sometimes 
enumerates new details. The fact that he mentions the date 
1792 is significant in itself. 


_ Returning to what appears to be a prophecy for the near 
future, Nostradamus says: 


Venise en apres en grande force et puissance levera ses 


10 The Mirmidon was the Roman gladiator armed with the dagger. The same 
dagger is worn today at the belt of the Fascisti and has become their 
emblem. Mirmidon is an apt name for Mussolini. 
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aigles si haut, ne disant guére aux forces de l’antique Rome. 
After this, Venice will raise the force and the power of her 


wings so high that she will nearly be compared with the old 
Roman Empire.*? 


Et en iceluy temps grandes voiles Bizantines associées 
aux Lygustiques par lappuy et puissance Aquilonaire, don- 
nera quelque empéchement que des deux Crétenses ne leur 
sera la foy tenué. And at this time, a great Bizantine navy 
militarily allied to the Italians will create such difficulties 
that the two (dictators) who have acquired power at the 
point of the sword will lose confidence in each other.*? 


En l’Adriatique sera faite discorde grande, ce qui sera 
uny sera séparé, approchera de maison ce que paravant 
estait et est grande cité comprenant le Pempotam** la 
Mésopotamie de l’Europe** & quarante-cing et autre de quar- 
ante et un de quarante-deux et trente sept. In Italy a great 
division will take place separating that which has been 
united. And all the large cities will be reduced to a few 
houses especially in the country surrounded by water (En- 
gland) and in the country half surrounded by water (Italy) 
and which are between the 45th parallel and the 37th and 
the 41st and the 42nd. 


Then is prophesied again, the reign of Anti-Christ and 
the persecution of the Catholic Church until the birth of a 
French Prince, mentioned several times in The Centuries, 


11 De Fontbrune reminds us that Mussolini has adopted all the symbols of 
the Roman Empire; the S.P.Q.R. (Senatus Populus Que Romanus) and 
Eagles of ancient Rome. 

12 This passage seems to translate more accurately: At this time, a Byzantine 
fleet, allied to the Italians, will give trouble because of the support and 
power of Northern countries and will cause the two dictators who have 
gained power at the point of the sword, to distrust each other. 

13 Pempotam: surrounded by water. 


14 The word Mesopotamia is one of the Greek renderings of the earlier 
Semitic names for the river country that stretches eastward from northern 
maritime Syria. It is used to designate the territory between the Euphrates 
and the Tigris rivers. Philostratus reported that the Arabs designated 
Mesopotamia as an island and the Babylonians spoke of it as the Sea 
country. It is obvious, therefore, that the Mesopotamia of Europe is 


either England, an island or Holland, a sea country, lying between rivers 
and marshy fens. 
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who will be of the long inactive Capetian house, and who 
will become King of France and champion of the Church 
for more than fifty years. Then shall come the destruction 


of Rome and the period preceding the arrival of the Gog 
of Magog. 


CONCLUSION 


A quick glance at the clearest quatrains of The Centuries 
and the more lucid passages of the Letter to Henry II 
might convey the impression that the future may truly be 
foreseen by a deep study of them. Just the opposite seems 
to be the case. The more one studies Nostradamus; the 
more familiar one becomes with his usages, his anagrams, 
his references; the more impossible it seems to interpret 
the underlying meaning. No study was ever more tanta- 
lizing, for as I hope I have been able to show, there is 
enough in the prognostications to awe the scholar, enough 
to assure him that Nostradamus was not fabricating. Yet 
nothing is clear. In my own opinion, at least, my study has 
been rewarded. Nostradamus has proved to me that clair- 
voyance can penetrate the distant future. But he has also 
proved that such penetration is not accurate; it is merely 
a mirrored shadow of the true event and as liable to error 
through mis-interpretation as the greater number of our 
modern examples of clairvoyance prove. I fear I must con- 
clude with Garencieres, that little profit shall be gained by 
bestowing much time and care and study upon the prophe- 


cies. Our curiosity may be aroused, but it shall not be 
appeased. 
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A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 


London, March, 1939 
THE LABORATORY METHOD 


The Editorial of the December issue of this JouRNAL contained a 
comment on my December letter. The statement indicated that my 
views regarding the necessity of a new orientation in psychical re- 
search have been misunderstood in an important aspect. 


The Editor states: “We cannot agree with Dr. Fodor that the use 
of the laboratory method should be abandoned. But we do agree 
that it is a waste of time in dealing with certain kinds of phenomena.” 


I have not advocated the abandonment of the laboratory method. 
I have made it clear that I have struggled for years to apply’ the 
scientific method to physical phenomena and have found a few odd 
bricks from which, however, no edifice can be built. I stated as my 
opinion that the future of psychical research demands that the 
weight of inquiry be shifted from the department of physics to 
the department of psychology. This is not equivalent to the surren- 
dering of the laboratory method. I am sorry if I failed to make 
this point sufficiently lucid. The laboratory method cannot and must 
not be abandoned. But if we fail to find proof of supernormality 
through it we should not consider the inquiry closed. On the contrary, 
we should accept the problem mainly as a psychological one and 
investigate the medium’s mind if we cannot investigate his phenomena. 


My views are strongly stated in my forthcoming book, On the Trail 
of the Poltergeist. The following quotation will make my position 
completely clear: 

“Throughout this investigation we were trying to establish the 
validity of happenings that oppose the known laws of nature. What 
we succeeded in establishing was that, as far as apports were con- 
cerned, they did not oppose these laws. The X-ray exposure and 
the finding of a linen wrapper must needs invalidate the total series 
of our apport experiments. Mrs. Forbes can no longer be credited 
with her past apport record. We cannot prove fraud regressively 
but there is no need to make the attempt. Our findings automatically 
deprive Mrs. Forbes of all benefit of doubt. The spirit of scientific 
research demands that her apport phenomena should be declared null 
and void. 

“This stern verdict rests on ethical and logical foundations. It is 
influenced by the fear that psychical research may be compromised 
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if it is pursued with subjects who exhibit anti-social instincts, and 
therein lies its principal weakness. It applies the wrong measuring 
rod. A dissociated woman is not necessarily bound by considerations 
of ethics and logic. She is not ruled by approved social instincts. 
She is governed by her subconscious mind which has its own 
standards of conduct. By securing evidence of deliberate fraud 
regarding these particular phenomena, we have only posited one of 
the many problems that arise out of her dissociation. As dissociation 
is due to an injury to the psyche which, in turn, gives rise to 
objective and subjective psychic phenomena, it is well within the 
province of psychical research to go further. Indeed we are bound 
to do so if we wish to understand the case. If there is a psycho- 
logical cause behind the phenomena which we are discussing it is 
distinctly possible that in the mind of our subject, a fraudulent phe- 
nomenon has exactly the same value as a genuine one. Her sub- 
conscious mind is not interested in psychical research and in canons 
of evidence. It is solely concerned with its own troubles and, pos- 
sibly, may economize with the forces at its disposal. A fraudulent 
phenomenon may prove as useful a manifestation as a genuine one 
in signalling a distinct message regarding buried conflicts. 

“There is a lot of talk in spiritualism about the law of frustra- 
tion. It is a convenient phrase to cover disappointment over the 
breaking down of a promising investigation. I do not think that 
its advocates really know what they are talking about. There is no 
such law, but it is true that as long as we deal with manifestations 
from the unconscious our test conditions may achieve the opposite 
end to that we have in view. The effect of test is a tremendous 
concentration on phenomena, the essential character of which is their 
spontaneity. It makes the medium over-conscious of something which 
she should forget. It fills her mind with the very thoughts that should 
be banished from it. Such means may easily short-circuit a traumatic 
impulse which, as a result, will seek expression both in fraudulent 
and genuine phenomena, or in fraudulent ones alone. . . . 

“Psychical researchers of today are apt to frown at unconscious 
fraud. My plea to spend time and trouble on deliberate fraud is not 
likely to receive a sympathetic hearing.” 


DEATH OF W. B. YEATS 


W. B. Yeats, the great Irish poet and dramatist, is dead. Little 
has been said in the daily press of his interest in psychical research. 
As far back as 1913, in a lecture before the Dublin Society for 
Psychical Research, he declared that as far as he was concerned the 
controversy about the meaning of psychic phenomena was closed. 
But he added that he was not a convert in the true sense of the word 
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as he was a born believer, and he had never seriously doubted the 
existence of the soul or of God. 


It appears that Yeats’ interest in psychic phenomena began with 
his wife’s automatic writing. He was so excited with the contents 
of the writing that he persuaded his wife “to give an hour or 
two day after day to the unknown writer”. After such beginnings 
it was natural that he should seek sittings with Mrs. Hester Dowden 
and Geraldine Cummins to seek confirmation of his own messages. 
He was very satisfied with the results, and afterward took an interest 
in physical phenomena, sitting with, among others, Margery Crandon 
during a visit to America. 

For his views on the deeper issues of spiritualism his Per Amica 
Silentia Lunae, published in 1918, should be studied. He deals with 
them in the fashion of a poet and mystic. 


CENTENARY OF STAINTON MOSES 


Writing in the Two Worlds, February 3rd, Mr. J. Tyssul Davis 
suggests that Spiritualism should make preparations for the cele- 


bration of the centenary of Stainton Moses which falls on Sunday, 
Nov. 5th, 1939. 


There is hardly a more extraordinary career in spiritualism than 
that of Stainton Moses. F. W. H. Myers, who edited his notebooks, 
considered his physical phenomena “as proved both by moral con- 
siderations and by the fact that they were constantly reported as 
occurring when Mr. Moses was alone. That Mr. Moses should have 
himself fraudulently produced them I regard as both morally and 
physically incredible. That he should have prepared and produced 
them in a state of trance I regard both as physically incredible and 
also as entirely inconsistent with the tenor both of his own reports 
and those of his friends. I therefore regard the reported phenomena 


as having actually occurred in a genuinely supernormal manner.” 
(Proceedings, Vol. IX.) 


Regarding his mental phenomena, the problem of Imperator and 
his band is the outstanding mystery. It arose in Moses’ automatic 
writings and he fought hard against the identity of his communi- 
cators. Not until he was working on the XIV. notebook did he 
admit: “Judged as I should wish to be judged myself, they were 
what they pretended to be.” 

In his lifetime Moses never ee the real names of his band 
of controls. They were only made public in A. W. Trethewy’s The 
Controls of Stainton Moses. But Moses knew already at the time 
of writing his notebook that Imperator claimed to be Malachias, 
the prophet. Towards the end of his life, however, when the phe- 
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nomena lost strength he was again assailed by doubts and showed 
hesitation in accepting the claims of his extraordinary spirit band. 

During his life only one attempt was made to “borrow” his illus- 
trious communicator. The “borrower” was Mme. Blavatsky. In 
1881 a story was circulated from theosophical sources that Imperator 
was a living man, a “Brother”, and that his dealings with Stainton 
Moses had been perfectly known to Mme. Blavatsky. Imperator, 
writing through the hand of Stainton Moses, repudiated the story. 
He said: “She (Mme. Blavatsky) does not know or speak with us 
though she has the power of ascertaining facts concerning us.” The 
latter part of the sentence always struck me as too guarded and I 
often wondered whether it would have been worded in the same 
way had the query been put to Imperator after the Hodgson expo- 
sure of Mme. Blavatsky’s phenomena. 

It would have been very illuminating to know Stainton Moses’ 
views on the American Imperator mystery. Five years after Moses’ 
death in 1892, Imperator and his band took over the control of Mrs. 
Piper. Sir Oliver Lodge and Prof. William James doubted their 
identity with the Imperator group of Stainton Moses as they could 
not give the names which they gave to Moses. Mrs. Sidgwick and 
A. W. Trethewy similarly rejected their claims for identity. Professor 
Hyslop was slightly inclined to admit it. The Myers and Hodgson 
controls of Mrs. Piper endorsed it completely. 


The late Mrs. Minnie M. Soule (Mrs. Chenoweth) also claimed 
communications from Imperator. So did Mrs. Gwendolyn Kelley 
Hack in Modern Psychic Mysteries. It was under Imperator’s name 
that she received the message which led to the finding of the Marquis 
Centurine Scotto in a remote part of Millesemo castle. After his 


famous transportation case, he was found in a deep sleep on some hay 
in a stable. 


Whatever view we may take, Imperator and his spirit band present 
one of the most fascinating problems of psychical research. 


SPIRIT WIRELESS 


Reviewing Countess Nora Wydenbruck’s new book, The Para- 
Normal, Philip Page remarks in the Daily Mail, February 9th: 
“Some years ago I attended a séance organized by that interesting 
figure, the late Dennis Bradley, who was a strange combination— 
a West End tailor and a writer of profound philosophical books. 
Odd things happened on that occasion at the hospitable house of that 
be-spook tailor, but I was not convinced. What is vastly more im- 
portant, the late Signor Marconi was not convinced, though any man 
setting out to organize wireless communication, as it were, with the 
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other world in the presence of Marconi possessed courage or a 
sense of humor—or both.” 


The remarks are too superficially journalistic to receive deep 
consideration but they served the purpose of introducing in a light 
vein his review of Countess Wydenbruck’s new book which contains 
some very interesting personal experiences in spiritualism. I have 
known Countess Wydenbruck for many years. She comes from one 
of the foremost families in Europe. Her grandmother was a Princess 
Fugger-Babenheim and she herself strikingly resembles one of the 
mediaeval Fuggers who had rented the state revenues of the Haps- 
burgs and earned a reputation as the most ruthless tax collectors of 
European history. She became interested in spiritualism through a 
private medium in Austria, the development of whose phenomena she 
watched from its earliest stages. Her husband, an excellent painter, 
told me an amazing story of how, as a punishment for her skepticism, 
unseen hands lifted her up into the air in the darkness. Countess 
Wydenbruck is a well-known novelist and one of her novels, Woman 
Astride, was largely automatically produced. She felt as if she had 
been possessed by her heroine, an ancestress, who had lived at the 
time of the Thirty Years War, and in writing the book information 
and character sketches gushed forth from under her hand for which 
she felt her normal novelistic gifts were not responsible. According 
to the Daily Mail’s review, “Spiritualism has never been given a 
more fantastic aspect.” This again is journalistic hash but it matters 
that the writer is convinced of the sincerity of the book. 


LIVING BIRD APPORTS 


Live bird and gold fish apports at the home circle of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bailey, of Belper, are described by Mr. Ernest W. Oaten, the editor 
in the Two Worlds of February 10th, 1939. This is how he 
describes the arrival of the birds: 


“A very soft hand crept over mine from the direction of the me- 
dium; I think it was the medium’s hand. My hand rested upon the 
table, and a live bird was thrust into the opening between my thumb 
and first finger. The bird was quite still and immobile, and remained 
so for several minutes, when it gradually awakened to life and 
activity and began to struggle. A few minutes later ile process was 
repeated. I held two birds in one hand. I slid my hand along the 
table and transferred one to my left hand. A few minutes later a 
third bird was deposited in my right hand, again in a sleepy state. 
I now held three birds in two hands. A little later the last arrival 
awakened to life and began to struggle. In trying to retain them 
the one in my left hand escaped. It was then suggested that 
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the light might be turned on and the birds deposited in a cage, 
and this was done. We could now see that a mass of snow drops 
had been deposited at the end of the table farthest from the medium. 
They were loose and there were some three score blossoms in all. 


Again the light was put out and shortly afterwards a fourth bird was 
deposited in my hand.” 


After this came the turn of the goldfish. Mr. Oaten writes: “I 
had smuggled a fish bowl into the séance without the knowledge of 
the medium. I had carefully marked the bowl by scribbling my 
initials on a piece of stamp edging and sticking it on the bottom 
of the bowl. The bowl was placed before me on the table, and my 
fingers were continuously in contact with it. I know it did not move 
and there was no splash or other sound, but on turning up the light 
a few minutes later, four live fish were found in the bowl. They 
were small, none of them being more than three inches long... . 
they were all very active. I reached out and touched the medium’s 
hand. There was no sign of wetness, nor any sign of the hand 
having been recently dried; it bore the smooth, slippery texture which 


one associates with a dry hand. The séance lasted forty-eight 
minutes.” 


There were no test conditions at the séance, which took place in 
the presence of eleven people in pitch darkness. Mr. Oaten agrees 
with the critic that it would be quite possible for birds and fish to 
be secreted and introduced into the circle by the sitters. He only 
lays his experience before the readers and asks: “Why should a 
home circle of half a dozen friends, which meets regularly and 
seeks no publicity, engage in such practices merely to fool one an- 
other? There is no financial consideration whatever, and no desire 
to exhibit the phenomena to anyone.” 


I cannot help finding this query and statement extraordinary. 
Surely, Mr. Oaten, with all his wide experience in spiritualism, would 
be expected not to forget that the very phenomenon of trance (with 
which the sitting started) indicates dissociation of personality and 
that, therefore, the ordinary standards of human conduct simply 
cannot be applied to the case. In fact the phenomena, as related by 
Mr. Oaten, give good many reasons for suspicion. The birds came 
very quickly, one after another as if due allowance had been made 
for the short duration of the effect of the anaesthetics which might 
have been administered to them. He states that it was the medium’s 
hand which deposited the birds in his, and passes over the fact 
that while his hands were in continuous contact with the glass bowl 
in which the gold fish arrived, he had not been able to check up on 
any gentle movement of the water inside the bowl. It is true that 
Mr. Oaten makes no particular claims and candidly ends his article 
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by saying that “a psychical researcher would not be satisfied with 
the conditions of the circle, but then, people who are conducting 
home circles are not concerned with the opinion of psychical re- 
searchers.” Granted, but Mr. Oaten should be concerned, and while 
he has every right to endorse any phenomenon he witnesses he is 
not doing a great deal of service to the cause of Spiritualism out- 
side the spiritualists by encouraging the view that just because “there 
are thousands of home circles conducted in this country week by 
week” the phenomena deserve any serious consideration. It is my 
experience that the home circles are the very hot-beds of psycho- 
pathological phenomena which, in whatever form they arise, are imme- 
diately ascribed to spirit controls. I am not imputing that the 
majority of home circles must necessarily consist of sitters who 
delude themselves. It is quite probable that these circles offer the 
only chance for the development of genuine psychic phenomena, but 
the dividing line between the genuine manifestations and those pro- 
duced by pathological subject (who may be entirely unaware of his 
or her own condition) is extremely thin. For this reason I am 
rather inclined to consider the constant praise bestowed upon home 
circles in comparison with others in which the phenomena fail with 
equal consistency, as a confession of weakness rather than of strength. 
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Book Review 


THE MYSTERY OF GLASTON. By Frederick Bligh Bond, 
F.R.I.B.A. Glastonbury Publications, 1938. 30 Homefield 
Road, London, S.W. 19. 2 shillings net. 


This little book of fifty-five pages relates the many legends and 
traditions of Glastonbury Abbey and discusses the probability of their 
foundation in fact. The book does not touch on the psychical ex- 
periences of the author in connection with the Abbey which were 
published in his books, The Gate of Remembrance and The Com- 
pany of Avalon. But for those who were interested in these remark- 
able automatic scripts, The Mystery of Glaston will be worthwhile. 


According to tradition, Glastonbury Abbey was founded in A.D. 
37 by Joseph of Arimathaea and his company of twelve. Joseph 
was believed to have brought with him the sacred relic of Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Grail, and the legends of his settlement and mission 
are interwoven with the legends of King Arthur and his Round Table 
of Twelve Knights. Mr. Bond writes: 


“The Round Table of Arthur clearly reflects the form of Joseph’s 
first settlement, just as the Twelve Knights are the symbolic counter- 
parts of his company of fellow missioners. Moreover, in the romantic 
form in which the legend comes down to us, these knights were 
Hebrew princes, descendants of Joseph.” 


Tradition also relates to notable connections with Egypt and the 
Egyptian form of religious worship. 


“Archaelogical research points distinctly to the truth of the tradi- 
tion of the Circular Chapel and indicates that there was most likely 
a ring of Twelve Hermits’ Cells like the Egyptian ‘laura’ or early 
monastic settlement of the Thebaid.” 


Mr. Bond believes that the modern world depends too much upon 
written history and thereby is misled through the prejudiced views 
and preferences of the historians. But he believes we are coming 
to respect tradition again “for we are able to recognize that it is in 
every case founded upon a nucleus of truth although that truth may 
have been distorted by accumulation of more or less imaginative 
or fantastic details. For there is a strange weakness in the human 
mind which tends always after a long while to regard past events 
and personalities as mythical or semi-mythical.” There is, in this 
reviewer's opinion, a great deal of wisdom in these words. 
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